
 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS  
May 7th, 2026 

As per the notice in the Webster County Sun, the Mayor and the City Council met in 
regular session on Thursday, May 7, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., in the conference room of the 
Community Center. Members present: Mayor Horne, Councilman Daehling, Hobbs, Goebel, 
Councilwoman Elliott, Attorney McCracken, Clerk Schmitz. Superintendent Long was absent.  

Mayor Horne called the meeting to order and ask those present to join the council in 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. He then stated the Open Meetings Act is posted on the west 
wall for public viewing. 

First on the agenda was SCEDD. They were present to go over the 2026 nuisance 
abatement program. First, they went through the one parcel still in the program from last year, 
they discussed what had been completed and what still needs to be done. Councilman Daehling 
made a motion to have two phases drafted for the next meeting phase one being the cleaning 
abatement of the property and phase two being the cleaning and demolition abatement for 
parcel RC-4031, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried. Next, they went through the parcels for 
the 2026 nuisance year. Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve resolution #917 
which declared parcels as a nuisance, seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried. Full list is at the city 
office.  

LeAnn with SCEDD was next to discuss with the council the next steps on the community 
housing needs. She went over that they have met with members of the community as a follow 
up on the CNAS that stated housing was needed in town. LeAnn went over some grants for 
possible housing and for demolition. The council decided at this time that we would not be able 
to apply for the grants. Attorney McCracken said the Board of Public Trust might be interested 
in applying for grants for demolition and would be in contact with her.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve payment to RDG Planning and Design, 
seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve CDBG Drawdown #6, seconded by 
Elliott. Motion carried.  

Next on the agenda was Marty with RDG Planning and Design. He was present to give a 
presentation on the trails planning grants. He went over the designs that were the most well 
received. He went over what improvements can be made to make the walking trail beneficial to 
the city. Full presentations are available at the city office.  

Jarrod McCarney was present to speak to the council on updates for Hardwick Park. He 
informed the council that the project will be going out to bid soon, also that he will be applying 
for an extension to the grant. He then asked the council if the city would be willing to donate 
bricks to the Hardwick Park project. Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve the 
donation of bricks to the Hardwick Park project, seconded by Goebel. Motion carried.  

Cherry Corner was next on the agenda; Brad Burgess was present to give a general 
update. He informed the council that Amiee Mans has started as the administrator. He also 
informed the council that they still have empty rooms. The council informed Brad that it would 
be good to have Amiee at the next meeting.  

Next on the agenda was Red Cloud Community Schools, Jaclynn was present to ask 
permission from the council about having pickleball at the park. She stated that there would be 



no cost to the city, and they would do the fundraising for it. Councilman Goebel made the 
motion to approve pickleball at the sand volleyball courts, seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried.  

Amy Springer was next on the agenda. She was present to inform the council on the 
Methodist Church Project. Students from UNL came down and drew up designs to make the 
church functional again as an outdoor meeting area. She informed the council that she is 
waiting for an estimate from Chief Electric about what the project will cost before they start 
fundraising. Lastly, she asked the council if they would be willing to donate bricks to the project. 
Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve the donation of bricks, seconded by Elliott. 
Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve Mayor Horne to alter the agenda due 
to a councilmember having to leave, seconded by Daehling. Motion carried.  

Public comments were then opened. Jarrod McCartney was present and wanted to give 
some information to the council about upcoming events going on in town. Amy Springer was 
also present to inform them about the open arts night she will be having at Hotel Garber on 
May 13th.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion at 8:22 pm to enter executive session for 
employee evaluation and review applications, seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried. Councilman 
Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Daehling to return to regular session at 8:33 
pm. Motion carried. Councilman Daehling made the motion to approve raises as discussed, 
seconded by Goebel. Motion carried. Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve the new 
lineman hire, seconded by Daehling. Motion carried. Councilman Hobbs made the motion to 
approve retirement party, seconded by Daehling. Motion carried.  

At this time Councilman Daehling left the meeting.  
Next the council discussed On the Brix having a gathering in the alley behind their 

location, the council decided to not let them use it due to the alley being the only entrance and 
exit at this time.  

Robin Meyer was next on the agenda but was unable to attend, she did send a letter to 
the council. The letter states their concern about no street lighting in front of their restaurant 
and how it can be a hazard for people at night. They are wanting a solution provided by the city 
to accommodate the situation during this time. Clerk Schmitz informed the council that the city 
workers took out poles and shut lighting off at the states request, we cannot at this time turn 
the electrical back on to the light poles due to live wires from the ground that are not covered. 
Superintendent Long wanted to inform the council as well that within the next two weeks the 
sidewalk and road will be torn up due to the state starting on that road. Councilman Goebel 
informed the council he would be in contact with them to inform them on status of the project.  

Councilwoman Elliott made the motion to approve the sheriff’s report, seconded by 
Hobbs. Motion carried. Councilman Goebel abstained.  

Next on the agenda was Judith Stanton, she gave Clerk Schmitz information on the 
status of the electrical grant. Clerk Schmitz informed them that we are waiting to hear back 
from the state.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve Mayor Horne to sign SRF Loan 
documents, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to have Mayor Horne sign the JEO Hwy 281 
contract, seconded by Goebel. Motion carried.  



Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve minutes from last meeting, seconded 
by Goebel. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve the minutes from the special meeting, 
seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Hobbs to approve the 
financial reports and city sales tax report. The city sales tax for February received in April was 
$21,943.63 compared to $18,379.11 for the same period last year. Motion carried. 

Councilman Hobbs made the motion and was seconded by Goebel to approve the 
claims. Motion carried. These will be listed in full at the end of the minutes. 

Next, there was the Superintendent’s report. Clerk Schmitz informed the council that 
the guys have been working on mowing and spraying, also working on anything the state is 
needing for the highway project. Clerk Schmitz let them know they have hired a pool manager, 
and the manager has hired lifeguards, they will be starting to clean and get ready to open the 
pool.  

Attorney McCracken was next on the agenda; he was present to give the council a 
general update. He presented to the council ordinance #678 which clarified restrictions on 
employment and multiple officer holdings. Clerk Schmitz completed the first reading of 
ordinance #678. Councilman Hobbs made the motion to wave the three readings, seconded by 
Elliott. Motion carried. Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve ordinance #678, 
seconded by Goebel. Motion carried.  
 No old business was discussed.  

No new business was discussed.  
As there was no further business to be had and done by the Mayor and City Council, 

Councilman Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Elliott to adjourn said meeting at 
9:10 pm. Motion carried. 
 
 
Total Salaries  $31,232.71 
 
 City of Red Cloud – refund deposits $600.00 
 Withholding – 4/15 payroll $1,252.49 
 Social Security – 4/15 payroll $2,500.42 
 Medicare – 4/15 payroll $582.38 
 Nationwide – 4/15 payroll $2,054.58 
 St. Income Tax – month of April $1,278.48 
 R&M Disposal – trash collection  $14,890.50 
 Credit Management – garnishment $237.35 
 RC Athletic Association – ball program $1,000.00 
 W. Olson – retainer $250.00 
 D. McGuire – supplement $296.16 
 Postmaster – envelopes $450.10 
 Withholding – 5/1 payroll $1,364.25 
 Social Security – 5/1 payroll $2,646.46 
 Medicare – 5/1 payroll $616.94 



 Nationwide – 5/1 payroll $2,171.86 
 Professional Choice Recovery – garnishment  $244.78 
 Cherry Corner Estates – vendor/payroll $14,084.50 
 Electric – bond & interest $2,000.00 
 Sewer – CM sewer reserve  $625.00 
 Water – CM water reserve $625.00 
 Hometown Leasing – copier agreement $136.64 
 P. Calkins – attorney fees $75.00 
 Various – business insurance $10,318.33 
 General – police contract $3,295.72 
 P. Long – phone bill $44.00 
 M. Goebel - phone bill  $44.00 
 R. Hitchler – phone bill $44.00 
 D. Long – phone bill $44.00 
 Various – officers’ salary  $1,234.68 
 Various – economic development $540.75 
 Various – to general $2,500.00 
 Webster Co. Sherriff – sheriff contract $3,254.83 
 M. Schmitz – contract labor  $1,100.00 
 The Lincoln National – life insurance $114.73 
 Eakes – copies $486.80 
 Aflac – insurance $391.21 
 M. Bencken – BOT mowing $385.00 
 Great Plains Communication – phone/internet $962.99 
 D. McGuire – supplement $134.09 
 Various – employee insurance $10,384.82 
 Jared’s Auto – super truck $1,055.60 
 Webster Co. Sun – subscription  $38.00 
 Auld Public Library – DVD’s, materials/supplies $78.76 
 Aramark – janitorial  $277.30 
 Cintas – first aide  $295.48 
 BeneTech – computer repair $1,180.00 
 National Sign Company – cemetery sign $564.09 
 Auld Public Library – materials $28.46 
 MacQueen – repair kit $538.51 
 CEI Security & Sound – cameras @ park $391.10 
 South Central Public Power – utilities @ compost $9.48 
 Presto-X – pest control $143.96 
 Loyal Lawn Care – mowing cemetery  $1,500.00 
 One Call Concepts – line locates  $21.16 
 Aramark – janitorial  $277.30 
 Principal Life Insurance – dental $484.41 
 Midwest Turf & irrigation – oil filter $39.14 
 Presto-X – pest control $68.98 



 Hardold K. Scholz Co. – work at power plant $12,650.40 
 Crown Tree Service – tree trimming $20,575.00 
 Anstine Fire Equipment – service & maintenance $175.00 
 Industrial Chem. Labs – eliminator  $325.94 
 Kearney Winlectric – drill $572.00 
 Eakes – pens, receipt book, trash bags $233.35 
 J&A Auto Parts – socket, blaster, prostraw, etc. $41.81 
 Jared’s Auto Expert – 2017 Ford F-550 $803.44 
 Medicare Premium Collection – supplement $1,116.00 
 MEAN – purchased power $88,439.92 
 Compressor Now – compressor at power plant $6,115.00 
 House Beautiful – subscription $29.97 
 C. Vogel – supplement $202.90 
 Corporate Image Design – service order books $296.00 
 Webster Co. Register of Deeds – ordinance  $16.00 
 Olson Enterprises – fuel $826.56 
 C&D Service Center – oil, oil filter $69.57 
 Cardmember Services – tree, permapatch, tools $2,503.93 
 T. Eberly – mileage, books, conference  $168.75 
 G-Works – annual subscription  $2,520.00 
 Black Hills Energy – natural gas services  $2,049.17 
 R&M Disposal – city wide clean-up $8,435.80 
 One Call Concepts – line locates  $43.34 
 WAPA – purchased power  $7,261.20 
 Presto-X – exterminating services $209.73 
 Kenny’s Hardware – battery, cutoff fastness $384.36 
 Norder – chemicals  $49.82 
 Je. Hersh – BOT work $180.00 
 Hometown Market – cleaner & brush $11.74  
 
 Total  $279,793.88 
 
 Gene Horne, Mayor 
 Maddy Schmitz, City Clerk  
 
  


