
 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS  
August 4, 2026 

As per the notice in the Webster County Sun, the Mayor and the City Council met in 
regular session on Tuesday, August 4th, at 6:00 p.m., in the conference room of the Community 
Center. Members present: Mayor Horne, Councilman Daehling, Hobbs, Goebel, Councilwoman 
Elliott, Attorney McCracken, Clerk Schmitz and Superintendent Long.  

Mayor Horne called the meeting to order and ask those present to join the council in 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. He then stated the Open Meetings Act is posted on the west 
wall for public viewing. 

Howard, with SCEDD was first on the agenda to go over nuisance abatement. First, he 
went over the properties that have come into compliance. Councilman Daehling made the 
motion to rescind parcels 5003, 5044, 5073, 5088, 5089, seconded by Goebel. Motion carried. 
Councilman Daehling made the motion to approve postponement till August 31 for parcel 5075, 
seconded by Goebel. Motion carried. Lastly, he went over parcels that have not come into 
compliance and are ready to be abated. Councilman Daehling made the motion to abate 
parcels 5074, 5092, 5056, 5015, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion at 6:25 to open the second public hearing for the 
recreational trails system planning study. Jarrod McCartney was there to go over the plan, he 
stated that approving this plan does not hold them to it but can use it as a form of guidance. No 
questions were asked by the public. Councilman Goebel made the motion at 6:33 to end the 
public hearing, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve trails plans by RDG, seconded by 
Hobbs. Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve payment to SCEDD for administrative 
services on the recreational trials planning grant, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve CDBG drawdown #7, seconded by 
Elliott. Motion carried.  

Amy Springer was next on the agenda, she was there to inform the council that she 
would be purchasing 10,000 bricks for her studio, she was wondering if there was a way she 
could get the bricks without the extra dirt or debris. The council said if she could work out a 
deal with Van Kirk and pay the city for the good 10,000 bricks it would be fine.  

Next on the agenda was Cherry Corner Estates, and Amiee Mans was present to give an 
update on the facility. She informed the council that they are working on trying to switch to 
digital payroll and ACH deposit. Applications have been sent into the state to switch from 
memory care to assisted living. Lastly, she is trying to schedule annual CPR training.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion at 6:44 to enter into executive session to discuss 
Cherry Corner Estates, seconded by Goebel. Motion carried. Councilman Goebel made the 
motion to enter back into regular session at 8:06, seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to list Cherry Corner Estates for sale, seconded by 
Goebel. Motion carried  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve payment to Cherry Corner Estates 
under the circumstances that it is paid back within 30 days, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Councilman Daehling made the motion to approve the sheriff’s report, seconded by 
Elliott. Motion carried. Councilman Goebel abstained.  



Councilman Hobbs was next on the agenda to talk to the council about putting on the 
ballot to take away north and south ward for the council. Councilman Goebel made the motion 
to approve putting on the ballot to take away north and south ward, seconded by Elliott. 
Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel was next on the agenda. He was present to ask the council about a 
resolution allowing shipping containers in town as long as they are following rules and 
regulations set by the council. The council decided against it at this time. 

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve resolution #928 approving salaries to 
the paper by August 15th, seconded by Goebel. Motion carried.  

Public comments were then opened. Jarrod McCartney was present to inform the 
council that they have been presented with bids on Hardwick Park. Attorney McCracken said 
they can vote on bids under old business. Kyle Prellwitz was present to ask the council on the 
protocol with unkempt lawns. The council informed him that the city sends letters then if not 
remedied, it will go to the city attorney.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve minutes from last meeting, seconded 
by Hobbs. Motion carried.  

Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve the minutes from the special meeting 
seconded by Goebel. Motion carried.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Daehling to approve the 
financial reports and city sales tax report. The city sales tax for June received in July was 
$39,761.62 compared to $22,989.34 for the same period last year. Motion carried. 

Councilman Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Hobbs to approve the 
claims. Motion carried. These will be listed in full at the end of the minutes. 

Next, there was the Superintendent’s report. Clerk Schmitz informed the council that 
she is still working on the budget. Superintendent Long informed the council that they have 
been helping with the HWY 281 project and that they have started on the electrical relocation. 
Last week he received a call to generate power from the power plant due to the heat. Lastly, 
they got ready for Street Car Days.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion for Attorney McCracken to make a resolution for 
temporary street signs to be placed in town, seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  

Attorney McCracken was next on the agenda; he was present to give the council a 
general update. Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve resolution #929 to condemn 
the outbuilding structures, namely the barn and shed on 721 N Elm, seconded by Hobbs. 
Motion carried. Councilman Goebel made the motion to approve ordinance #679 which is 
Floodplain Management, seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried. Clerk Schmitz completed the first 
reading of the ordinance. Councilman Goebel made the motion to wave the three readings, 
seconded by Elliott. Motion carried.  
 Under old business, the council brought up the Hardwick Park Bids. Councilman Goebel 
made the motion to approve Duncan Theis bid for the Hardwick Park Project, seconded by 
Elliott. Motion carried.  

Under new business councilman Hobbs brought up someone taking out a sidewalk 
without permission from the city due to it being city property. Attorney McCracken will look 
into sending the homeowner a letter. Lastly Councilwoman Elliott was wondering about 



residents planting trees in the terrace and if they were allowed to. Clerk Schmitz said she would 
look into the ordinance for trees.  

Councilman Goebel made the motion at 8:59 pm to enter executive session for 
employee evaluations seconded by Hobbs. Motion carried. Councilman Goebel made the 
motion and was seconded by Daehling to return to regular session at 9:21 pm. Motion carried. 
Councilman Hobbs made the motion to approve raises as discussed, seconded by Daehling. 
Motion carried.  

As there was no further business to be had and done by the Mayor and City Council, 
Councilman Goebel made the motion and was seconded by Daehling to adjourn said meeting at  
9:22 pm. Motion carried. 
 
Total Salaries  $45,768.73 
 City of Red Cloud- Applied/ Refund Deposit $400.00 
 Withholding- 7/15 Payroll $1,426.04 
 Social Security- 7/15 Payroll $3,501.12 
 Medicare- 7/15 Payroll $818.78 
 Nationwide- 7/15 Payroll $1,738.39 
 State Income Tax- Month of July $1,668.96 
 Credit Management- Garnishment  $122.82 
 R&M Disposal- Trash Collection  $13,793.00 
 Great Plains Power- CPI Project $63,237.75 
 NDOT- HWY 281 Project  $1,039,601.30 
 Withholding- 8/1 Payroll $1,618.09 
 Social Security- 8/1 Payroll $3,518.78 
 Medicare- 8/1 Payroll $820.56 
 Credit Management- Garnishment  $193.20 
 Nationwide- 8/1 Payroll $1,947.71 
 Petty Cash- Postage, Court Filings etc. $106.54 
 Cliff Vogel- Ins $202.90 
 Ashten Kadel- Mileage $99.56 
 Electric – Bond & Interest $2,000.00 
 Sewer – CM Sewer Reserve  $625.00 
 Water – CM Water Reserve $625.00 
 Hometown Leasing – Copier Agreement $136.64 
 P. Calkins – Attorney Fees $75.00 
 Various – Business Insurance $10,318.33 
 P. Long – Phone Bill $44.00 
 M. Goebel - Phone Bill  $44.00 
 R. Hitchler – Phone Bill $44.00 
 D. Long – Phone Bill $44.00 
 T. Kadel – Phone Bill  $44.00 
 Various – Officers’ Salary  $1,234.68 
 Various – Economic Development $540.75 
 Various – To General $2,500.00 



 M. Schmitz – Contract Labor  $1,100.00 
 Jared’s Auto- 1985 GMC $773.13 
 Aramark- Janitorial  $287.14 
 South Central Public Power- Electrical Fees $14.72 
 Auld Public Library- Bulk Loan $50.00 
 Central District Health Department- Water Testing $81.00 
 Medicare Premium- McDole Payment  $669.60 
 Hometown Market- Janitorial  $49.03 
 Loyal Lawn Care- Mowing Cem  $3,000.00 
 The Hastings Tribune- Hardwick Park  $212.73 
 Eakes- Paper $115.98 
 Presto X- Pest Control $371.46 
 Auld Public Library- Books $101.76 
 B- Green- Cherry Corners $152.50 
 Eakes- Copies/Calendar $672.74 
 Rutts- Pool Heater Circuit $334.71 
 Top Tier Window Cleaning- Window Cleaning $60.00 
 TKE Elevator- Lib Maint $406.26 
 Aflac- Ins $391.21 
 MARC- Disinfectant towels and wipes $309.53 
 The Lincoln National- Life Ins. $101.65 
 Great Plains Comm- Phone/ Int $1,057.43 
 Various- Employee ins. $11,118.42 
 C&D Service Center- Pool Supplies $11.41 
 Black Hills Energy- Natural Gas Service $1,333.96 
 Dana F. Cole- Audit $3,980.00 
 JEO- 281 Watermain $4,968.75 
 JEO- Grid Resiliency  $7,708.00 
 JEO- HWY 281 Electrical Relocation $1,140.25 
 Mark Bencken- BOT Mowing $630.00 
 Cardmember Services- Lineman Class, Pool Supplies Etc. $1,003.14 
 League of NE Municipalities- Membership Dues $806.00 
 CEI Security & Sound- CC maint  $113.40 
 MEAN- Purchased Power $95,239.53 
 Auld Public Library- DVD’s Supplies & Materials $187.59 
 Ingram- Books $272.46 
 J&A Auto- Battery, Filter, Switch  $351.73 
 Micro Marketing- Books $244.69 
 Kennys Hardware- Pool Supplies etc $272.03 
 Olson Enterprise- Fuel for PP, Oil Change, Fuel $18,405.74 
 Kearney Winlectric- Meter Stock $208.50 
 Border states- Stock $3,598.13 
 Municipal Supply Inc- Hwy 281 Water Maintenance $8,663.66 
 One Call Concepts- Line Locates $95.51 



 Total  $1,369,530.11 
 
 Gene Horne, Mayor 
 Maddy Schmitz, City Clerk  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


