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As a parent of a school aged child, late August always seems to creep up on me
unexpectedly. Just when our family is finally able to enjoy a few weeks of quality time
together, we’re thrust back into the chaos of the schoolyear. Summers are never really
quiet down for someone working in tourism, but there is greater flexibility with the morning
routine. The need to re-establish structure and get adequate sleep seems to be less
traumatic for my daughter than it is for my scatterbrained self. But we’ll adjust. What’s
perhaps most unsettling about this time of year, however, is the sense that my wife and |
have lost another year and another summer of just getting to hang out with our daughter.
This year is particularly challenging as Louise is entering the 7" grade. In Red Cloud, that
means that Louise is now going to school with the big kids. It’s also a stark reminder that
her graduation is only 5 short years away.

And yet, being reminded of that eventual outcome also serves as a reminder that we’ve
been a big part of building a better community over the last few years and Louise will get to
be a part of this community forever, no matter what she goes on to do in her life. A big part
of the satisfaction | get in being part of the Red Cloud Community Fund (RCCF) is the
knowledge that the work we’re doing will have an impact not just now, but for generations
to come. By raising money to invest in the community’s future, we get a special chance to
counteract the sense of loss that the passage of time seems to bring. We get to help build
the future for Red Cloud and our descendants. To that end, it’s time to recognize another
annual event | am proud to be a part of: the September Month of Giving.

Now in its 6" year, we started this event back in 2020 to provide a ray of light during the
bleak days of the pandemic. In that time, we’ve raised $223,000 for local causes just during
the month of September. We now raise funds year-round and, thanks to this shift in
mindset and thanks to legacy gifts from former community members, we find ourselvesin a
position to invest an even bigger amount into the future of Red Cloud than what we’ve been
able to do in the past.

While our fundraising efforts focus on our own accounts and scholarship funds at RCCF,
we’ve also granted a significant amount of money to eligible projects connected to the City
of Red Cloud, Red Cloud Community Schools, and more. Just in case you don’t know, IRS
rules only allow us to grant to local schools, political subdivisions (i.e. local governments
and districts), and 501¢3 non-profit organizations.

We’ve been blessed to help bolster the fundraising efforts connected to places that are
now shining examples of what can be accomplished in small town America. Places like the
Hotel Garber and The Valley Child Development Center are the envy of communities
significantly larger than Red Cloud while places like Illian Ballfields stand out in quality
compared to similar places in the region and provide local youth with a place they can feel



at ease in and be proud to call their home field. This year, we could really use your help
raising funds for more youth activities and projects organized by our Red Cloud Area Youth
Account and two new great Red Cloud development projects on the near horizon: 1) The
Red Cloud Recreation Trail & Sidewalk Improvement Project and 2) the reimagining and
rehabilitation of park that the Scout Lodge is in into the Donald G. Stratton Veterans
Memorial at Hardwick Park. Both of these projects will help improve the quality of life for
those living in Red Cloud and improve both the depth and breadth of experiences available
to visitors. The latter will also serve as a regional attraction that will honor one of Red
Cloud’s most notable native sons and all branches of the military. I’'m excited to say that we
now have accounts established at RCCF that will allow you to donate directly to these
projects.

There will be a flyer inserted into the Webster County Sun that will include information
about ways to give and which accounts of ours you can donate to. We will also have that
form on our social media channels and the Visit Red Cloud website and upcoming
newsletter and at places of business in the community. If there’s something you’re more
passionate about that we don’t have an account for, you can always donate to our general
account and inform us about which project or organization you would like us to grant the
money to. This could literally be anything you can think of as long as it is grant eligible (see
above). The Ballfields are an example of how we’ve done that in the past and this year the
City of Red Cloud’s Historic Preservation Commission has decided to help us promote the
September Month of Giving and participate in this year’s efforts.

Long-term, we are interested in transforming our September Month of Giving into
something more like the Big Give days you might hear about in places like Lincoln or
Hastings. In those places, a collective of non-profits usually bands together to have a
focused day or week of giving that benefits everyone. | would be interested in our efforts
evolving into the sort of event that benefits all non-profits in Webster County, but RCCF
does not have the capacity to take on something like that on its own. We don’t want to be in
a position where we do more work but raise less funds for what we’re trying to accomplish.
We would need partners and active members of Webster County non-profit organizations
out there raising funds and promoting the event for that to make sense. We would probably
need to establish a philanthropy council to make it happen. If you belong to one of those
organizations and would like to talk, please give me a ring at the National Willa Cather
Center: 402-746-2653 or write me at jnmcartney@redcloudnebraska.com .

We can all make Webster County an even better place to live, work, and play for
generations to come if we work together, give back to our hometowns, and leave our
legacies by investing in the future. Help us make Red Cloud and Webster County the sort of
places our kids want to come back to and establish families and futures of their own.
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