The Intentional Tourist
August 14, 2024
by Jarrod McCartney

These days, many of us seem to take every disagreement personally. We often seem to view
situations through warped political lenses or view those with whom we disagree with suspicion,
our discourse dizzied by social media doomscrolling and hearsay. We talk past each other and
don’t listen. If we could get past the noise in our heads from our emotions or from voices in the
media or politicians with an agenda, we’d likely discover we have similar goals, hopes, and
dreams.

Nothing is worth getting so upset about that you threaten people with physical harm, degrade
their character, or insult their intelligence. Nothing is so important that we need to lose
friendships or be uncivil with those we disagree with. Let’s take each other seriously and in good
faith. We’re all invested in this place and have stakes in the outcome. People caring enough to
disagree is a great sign for a community because what kills most places is apathy.

All of which brings me to our community’s most divisive issue: the brick roads. I love the bricks.
They’re charming. They accentuate the beautiful old buildings that we’ve invested millions of
dollars in and they disguise some of our notable problem areas. It makes marketing the
community as a heritage tourism destination easier. Losing them would be a body blow to the
town’s unique character.

But the roads are also awful. They make life harder right now. When there’s not a car in the
neighboring lane, I find myself navigating through the obstacle course of potholes almost by
muscle memory at this point. It’s time for new, smooth roads. It was time 10 years ago.
Whatever happens, Red Cloud will be a better place once it’s finished.

| understand why some people want as much brick as possible and why others just want
concrete. As annoying and drawn out as this process is, we’ve got to do our best to not take
opposing viewpoints personally. If we don’t get exactly what we want, it doesn’t mean we’ve
lost. We will all win once this is finally over. We will all win when deferred maintenance on
things like our roads and our electrical infrastructure are addressed no matter how painful that
process might be. As the songs says: You can’t always get what you want—>but if you try
sometimes, you get what you need.

We do need this road design situation to be resolved though so that we can transition the
discussion to how local businesses can best survive during the construction process. We need
more assurances that the proposed detour routes are viable. I’'m worried, for instance, that
tourists won’t understand that they’re part of the “local” traffic and will then give up on visiting
Red Cloud. I'm worried about grain trucks going down my street. I’'m worried about how people
will get to the grocery store, especially the elderly and those with disabilities. Red Cloud’s
downtown is getting a dramatic facelift and there’s going to be pain that comes with that process.
Hopefully we will all bond during this slight bit of trauma instead of falling apart and pointing
fingers. We’ll get through it together and by listening to and working with one another instead of
lecturing or criticizing because that’s what a great community does.






