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| hope you will pardon me turning this month’s column into a thank you letter, but | need to take
some time and thank the Red Cloud Volunteer Fire Department (RCVFD) and the City of Red
Cloud. The Fire Department deserves our thanks every day, but I'm feeling particularly thankful
right now because of their decision to clean up the tree debris caused by the May 2" storm.
Without their efforts, it’s likely that the community would still have looked like a ragged mess
for the upcoming Alumni Weekend and the Spring Cather Conference. Personally, it would likely
have taken me weeks if not months to gradually haul everything out to the compost site. Thank
you, members of the RCVFD, for showing real community pride and volunteering your time and
resources to clean up the town. It is truly appreciated.

As the Chair of the Red Cloud Community Fund (RCCF), it’s often satisfying to be able to award
scholarships and provide the seed money to get larger development projects started. Through
my work I’'m also blessed to be able to raise money for large, transformative projects. Where
the organizations | am involved with sometimes fall short, however, is being able to immediately
address a catastrophe or address the needs of individuals. We’re just not designed to function
that way organizationally or legally. That’s why we’re so lucky to have the RCVFD, the Lions’
Club, and other organizations. They are able to address immediate needs which allows us to
focus on development. The RCVFD also demonstrated that sometimes the simple answer to
addressing a community need is investing your sweat equity. It was a great example of taking
care of a problem rather than complaining about it.

The efforts of the City of Red Cloud to get power back on also deserve applause. It’s pretty
astounding that | had power back within 18 hours given the extent of damage. Thank you to City
Superintendent Dan Thies and his crew for their tireless efforts to get things running again. The
Red Cloud community is going to miss Dan and Joe Hersh and | wish we could talk them into
staying. | also need to thank the City Council in general. | know full well how having a public role
often makes you the target of unwarranted criticism from self-appointed experts who somehow
understand your job better than you do. | never fully understood how critical City Councils are
to getting community development goals accomplished until | started working here and | feel
like the current group has done an exemplary job of putting several things into motion that will
have a positive impact on the community for generations to come. | also never fully understood
how thankless and how tiresome the work can be. There’s little immediate gratification and a
lot of complaints. Thank you guys for going through the grind of it all, including the 5 hour
meetings.

On a final note—thank you to Dan Thies, Dave McCartney, and Justin Armstrong for helping me
with my tree damage. Thank you as well to everyone who helped my Uncle Mike and Aunt
Sharon.



