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Recently, | was lucky enough to be interviewed by Sheila Jenkinson from the Growing Smalltown
Nebraska podcast. That interview will air sometime in July and will focus on the things Ashley
Olson and | have accomplished with the Red Cloud Community Fund (RCCF), so be sure to
subscribe now on Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. In time, we even hope to develop
our own podcasts. As we begin to map that process out, we would love to hear your ideas for
possible content, not just for Red Cloud but all of Webster County.

During my discussion with Sheila, she asked me what my proudest accomplishment has been
during my time with RCCF. The answer is pretty easy: completing the $8.8 million Hotel Garber
project. The Hotel Garber is simply beautiful and it sets a template for even more
accomplishments both here and throughout rural Nebraska and Kansas. In that respect, | think |
might be most proud of how our work demonstrates that with passion, determination, and a
committed team, you can overcome challenges and drown out the cynicism that too often
thwarts positive thinking about what is possible in rural America.

As | discussed this with Sheila and Ashley, it dawned on me that | am actually most proud of
what this town has accomplished without any help at all from me. If what we’ve been trying to
accomplish at Heritage Tourism is successful, then we’ll have created a healthier
entrepreneurial ecosystem where small businesses and tourism attractions can thrive without
our direct input. There’s no better example of that than the resurrection of the Red Cloud Speed
Bowl.

While we have long dreamt of the Speed Bowl coming back to life—I actually remember that
being one of the first discussions | had on Facebook with my cousin Jason back in 2015—we
were never in a position to make any of that happen. It seemed like bringing back the roar of
cars speeding along the famed dirt track in front of packed grandstands would continue to be a
fantasy. It’s inspiring then to see Joe McDole and all of the organizers associated with the
endeavor actually make it happen. In many respects, accomplishing this is just as outrageous as
us building the Hotel Garber.

Clearly there was a lot of pent-up demand. The crowds that gathered for the first two events
were large. Now, it is on all of us to make sure that it’s not just a nostalgia trap, that it continues
to thrive, and that these crowds are able to spend their money in Red Cloud. Doing so will help
provide a boost to local businesses and generate more tax revenue for the City of Red Cloud and
Webster County. The Speed Bowl coming back to life despite doubts that it could ever happen
clearly demonstrates that people still believe in this place and what we can do here. Likewise,
it’s exciting to see efforts to complete the downtown mural project in Blue Hill proceed. It’s
more evidence that people care and want our places to be attractive and thriving.



The power of belief in ourselves is precisely the sort of thing that will help us power through
fundraising efforts to get the Donald G. Stratton Veterans Memorial at Hardwick Park project
completed. It’s what will help the City of Red Cloud complete a recreation trail. It’s even what
will help the Willa Cather Foundation transform land that was recently donated to it into a
thriving spot for recreation along the Republican River. That and shopping locally will help fill
our downtown with more retail options. | hope that it’s clear that even though the Hotel Garber
is open and the Speed Bowl is back, it’s not time for us to rest on our laurels. Our work is not
finished. We're just beginning the next phase. And our work will not flourish or even get started
without your help and support.

For my next column, | will continue with the theme of reflecting on accomplishments. June 22"
was actually my 10 year work anniversary. We have so much to be proud about—way more
than | could reasonably fit into this column. I'll look back at highlights from the last 10 years,
challenges we face moving forward, and some of the goals, hopes, and dreams Heritage Tourism
and the Red Cloud Creative District has for the next 10 years of growth in Webster County. In
the meantime, be sure to check us out on social media (@visitredcloud on Facebook and
Instagram and @visit.red.cloud on TikTok) and be sure to check out the races at the Speed Bowl,
June 28", July 12t"and 26", and Aug. 16", and the Red Cloud Speed Bow! 100 on Aug. 29t"-30t",



