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Downtown Red Cloud has been a hub of activity in recent months with various construction
projects, including work at the Potter-Wright Building and the Peterson Building. Both of those
locations will soon become literal “hubs” that will create more opportunities for people to learn,
play, and experience/practice arts in the community.

Potter-Wright, better known as the future site of Hotel Garber, will house the Red Cloud
Creative Hub in its Lower Level. The design includes spaces for readings, workshops, art classes,
meetings, and residencies and will effectively serve as the headquarters for the newly
established Red Cloud Creative District. The Creative Hub will consist of two spacious
classrooms and a catering kitchen to enable the launch of a series of hands-on arts engagement
classes, culinary classes, and workshops led by local artists or artists in residence. The addition
of this space will allow residents of the region to embrace their creativity and will help to
further establish Red Cloud as a destination for creatives.

The Peterson Building sits immediately across the street to the north and was recently
rehabilitated by Dennis and Sally Hansen. Central Community College (CCC) has been leasing
the retail levels for the better part of the year and opened the Red Cloud Educational Hub in
September. Right now, the space has mostly been hosting community education classes such as
art workshops. In the future, there is potential for the space to host everything from ACT prep
courses to business planning, marketing, and entrepreneurial workshops to actual general
education courses and certification classes, community meetings, and much more. What
opportunities will exist at the site will largely be determined by demand. Now is the time for
you to spread the word about the site to all of your friends and family members throughout
Nuckolls, Webster, Franklin, Harlan, Smith, and Jewell counties and beyond.

November 14 will be a great opportunity for you to do that as CCC will host an open house from
4pm to 6pm at the Educational Hub site (402 N. Webster St). You will be able to meet CCC staff,
tour the facility and ask questions. They are also eager to hear more about what educational
experiences Red Cloud and surrounding communities want so please come and bring your best
ideas. A representative from the Hotel Garber will also be on hand to discuss the Creative Hub
and potential partnership opportunities between the two hubs.

Given their proximity, there is ample opportunity for collaboration. We could easily see events
spilling over from the hotel and utilizing the Educational Hub space and vice versa. There’s also
a strong likelihood that instruction could take place in one building and hands-on training in
another or at another site in and around Red Cloud. Both hubs will also allow us to create a
downtown campus alongside the National Willa Cather Center and the Red Cloud Community
Center and enable us to host small group conferences, wedding parties, or other events thanks
to the existence of on-site lodging, food & beverage service, meeting rooms, and multipurpose
spaces.



We pursued development of both of these spaces in order to transform the downtown
landscape and to potentially to transform the local economy. The Hotel site will obviously have
a direct commercial and tax revenue impact, but the educational and cultural opportunities at
both hubs will foster growth by increasing the skillsets and experiences of the local labor force
and improving the overall quality of life for the community. Put simply, we’ll be able to do things
here that you used to have drive at least an hour to get to. And we believe that the training
people can receive in these hubs and the dollars they will help generate will create even more
opportunities for the growth of local businesses in the future.

Finally, we need to thank the State of Nebraska for helping make these hubs possible, not only
through the investment of one of its community college systems, but also through awarding
grants. Our office has been proud to be involved in writing grants that helped the Willa Cather
Foundation and the City of Red Cloud obtain $680,000 in funding from the state through the
Nebraska Arts Council’s Creative District Development grant ($250,000 in 2023) and the
Nebraska Department of Economic Development’s Tourism Development Initiative Community
Development Block Grant (5430,000 in 2024). These two grants and numerous donations from
private foundations and individuals are going to ensure that Red Cloud, Webster County, and
the region has access to top notch cultural and learning experiences for years to come.



