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The Webster County Historical Museum opens for the season on April 1% and will remain open
through October 30t". Director Teresa Young will also be celebrating her 15™ anniversary
running the museum on July 1%. So this year seems like the perfect time for locals to get
reacquainted with the history of Webster County and to thank Teresa, her staff, volunteers, and
board of directors for all that they have done to keep what is a truly unique and special cultural
asset open for public viewing. Not only does the County Museum help keep the memories of
the people and places we love alive, it’s also housed in a beautiful 1909 classic revival style brick
mansion that is an attraction in and of itself.

We're lucky to have such a great County Museum and | implore locals to take an hour or two to
explore or reconnect with Webster County history. Tourists visiting the National Willa Cather
Center will also supplement that experience by really getting to know the actual places and
people many of Cather’s writings were inspired by. They’'ll also gain greater insight into what’s
been going on here in the nearly 80 years since Cather’s death in 1947. Plus, there really is no
one better to hang out with for an afternoon than Teresa!

So what’s in the museum? Just about a little of everything if you really take the time to look. But
to my mind the highlights are the exhibits about Webster County sports history and Major
League Baseball Hall of Famers who lived and competed here, a room full of wedding dresses
and other beautiful gowns, town founder and former Nebraska Governor Silas Garber’s sword
from the Civil War, an exhibit showcasing Webster County military history, a ballroom on the
upper level that features local band and music history, and basement exhibits that recreate
early 1900s classrooms and even a post office. And that doesn’t even include the newer exhibit
building (where you will need to go to start your tour) which houses a professionally curated
exhibit with interpretive signage detailing the history of Webster County communities and the
railroads that helped develop the region. The building also includes several pieces of original
artwork from locals and a paleontology exhibit featuring fossils of mammoths and other
prehistoric creatures extracted during an archaeological dig south of the Republican River in the
late 1980s. There’s also an implement building featuring agricultural and firefighting equipment
and a number of buggies, including one driven by Garber.

Later this year, Teresa will add the prison structure from the recently demolished Webster
County jailhouse and sheriff’s office. It will be placed on the north side of the museum grounds,
near 5™ avenue. Besides the jail, new additions to the museum’s collection include the jail door,
a wooden pipe from 1912 that carried water from northwest of Red Cloud to the Burlington
Depot, a sock knitting machine from the 1920s, and artwork created by former Webster County
residents Eunice Fritz and Bonnie (McDowell) Griffith among several other artifacts.

There’s really too much for me to cover in this column. You should go check it out yourself. It’s
only $4 for adults, $1.50 for high school students, and $1 for grade schoolers. Where else are



you going to get a deal like that? It seems like it costs $4 to just get out of bed in the morning
these days. Admission is free even on Memorial Day Weekend (May 23-24) and Street Car Days
Weekend (Aug 1-2). Hours are 1pm to 5pm, every Tuesday through Sunday from April 1%t to
October 30™. The museum is closed on Mondays as well as Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
and the 4t of July. The museum is located at 721 W. 4t" Ave right along US Highway 136 on the
west side of Red Cloud at the intersection of 4™ avenue and Franklin Street.

The museum also features a genealogy department which can be accessed year-round but you
need to make an appointment. You can call the museum at 402-746-2444 or shoot Teresa an
email at wchmdirector@gpcom.net. Be sure to ask her about The Onion King of Webster County
and the torture chamber located in the Museum'’s basement (don’t worry—it’s just old dental
equipment!).

Before | wrap this up, | do want to make a case for the entire county to band together to do
more to promote the museum. It’s truly exceptional. I've long wanted to put together an
“Opening Day” event for the Museum that was more substantial than the TikTok and Instagram
reels my daughter and | used to create. There’s a clear tie-in to Major League Baseball Opening
Day for a theme. I'm picturing hot dogs and cracker jacks and visits from area baseball and
softball legends among other things. If you're interested in figuring out how you can do more to
support the Museum, consider becoming a member or give Teresa a call to learn more. If you
want to help me organize an event or other special experiences at the museum, give me a call at
402-746-0032 or email at jmccartney@redcloudnebraska.com.
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