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Believe it or not, there is barely more than a month until the Red Cloud Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Street Car Days event. Adam Vetter and the rest of the Chamber board have 
been busy planning this year’s celebration which will go from Friday, July 31st through Sunday, 
August 2nd. All 3 days will have plenty of activities for folks of all ages. I’m already anticipating 
designing a variety of ridiculous memes for my annual countdown on the Discover Red Cloud 
Facebook and Instagram pages. Your suggestions for meme themes and subjects are very 
welcome—especially if they involve “Macho Man” Randy Savage, The Nature Boy Ric Flair, or 
Will Ferrell. Because the dates are approaching soon and your opportunity to book a room at 
Hotel Garber might soon disappear, I am going to dedicate this month’s column to providing a 
bit of a Street Car Days preview to get your planning in gear. I’m also going to talk a bit about 
how to navigate downtown Red Cloud during the ongoing road construction, and highlight two 
important events coming up at the Central Community College Educational Hub.  
 
Let’s start with Street Car Days. This year’s Street Car Days theme is “USA 250.” I know you’re all 
eager to know about this year’s parade route since downtown is pretty much an impossibility. 
Parade participants will check in at Kenny’s Hardware & Home Center (11th Ave & Webster St) 
like usual and line up between there and the Heritage of Webster County Nursing Home (7th Ave 
& Locust St). The parade will start at the nursing home, turn right at 6th avenue like usual. 
Instead of turning left onto Webster, this year’s route will continue straight to Seward St, 
terminating at the southwest corner of the Webster County Courthouse lawn. There should be 
ample room for parade watchers to line the streets along the route and to utilize the 
courthouse lawn. Please do not park along the route, however. The courthouse and high school 
parking lots would be ideal places to park during the parade. The rest of the weekend’s events 
will take place in their usual locations, with the City Park being the focal point for most 
activities. The Grand Marshall of this year’s parade is Wallace “Boyd” Vance and will start at 
10:30am on August 1st.  
 
The Red Cloud High School Cross Country team will help get things kicked off on Friday, July 31st 
with a Color Run 5K. The Red Cloud Opera House will host two performances of the Missoula 
Children’s Theatre’s production of The Little Mermaid. The first performance will be on Friday at 
5:30pm with a second performance to follow on Saturday at noon. There will be the EMT Burger 
Bash on Friday evening and the Junior Class Burger Feed at noon on Saturday as well as the RC 
Fire Department’s Annual BBQ around 5pm on Saturday. Saturday afternoon will be full of un 
activities in the park and will culminate with a performance from Twisted Chrome featuring Red 
Cloud native Dillon Burgess. My favorite part of the entire weekend is always the Lions’ Club Fly-
In Pancake Feed on Sunday morning at the Red Cloud Airport. This year brings something new 
to the Sunday lineup at the airport: a Young Eagles Rally sponsored by the EAA Chapter 1571 
out of Central City. The main feature of this event, which runs from 8am to noon on the 2nd, are 
free airplane rides for kids ages 8-17. Register at www.eaa.org to ensure participation or give a 
call to Derek (402-990-0952) or Jeff at EAA (402-759-0552). There’s also rumors of a kickball 

http://www.eaa.org/


tournament on Sunday. And don’t forget that you can also get tours of the Webster County 
Historical Museum (Friday through Sunday) and the National Willa Cather Historic sites (Friday 
and Saturday).  
 
Parking will be a concern not only during Street Car Days but for the entire downtown from now 
through November. The Chamber, City, and small businesses would like to remind everyone that 
downtown is still open for business and that there’s ample parking on side streets and in City 
owned lots located behind The Palace Lounge (accessible from Cedar Street between 4th and 5th 
Ave), the US Post Office (near 3rd Ave and Elm Street), and along the north side of buildings 
located on 5th Ave near Webster Street. Rear access and additional parking is available in the 
alleys behind Village Pharmacy, the National Willa Cather Center, On the Brix, and other 
businesses downtown. Heritage Bank is also making its private lot behind their building 
(between 4th and 3rd ave on Cedar St) available for public parking during this time (access from 
Seward St via 3rd ave).  There’s also ample parking along the west edge of City Park, stretching 
from 3rd Ave to 1st Ave.  
 
Adam and the fine folks with the Chamber are trying to do what they can to alleviate pressure 
on local businesses during this time. Look for signage near the City entries and elsewhere to try 
to encourage shoppers to come downtown despite the mess. They’ll also be launching several 
programs as part of their “Open for Business” campaign. Shoppers who spend $10 or more at 
participating businesses will be entered into a grand prize drawing featuring gift cards and other 
items from local businesses. Winners will be selected on September 1st and December 1st. Lots 
of great ideas were formed during a meeting organized by Discover Red Cloud and UNL 
Extension on June 8th. My favorite idea? A “No Sidewalk Sale.” We’ll work on getting that 
launched this summer. Discover Red Cloud will also partner with South Central Economic 
Development District to launch a Small Business Loan & Grant program. Grants of up to $10,000 
for businesses that have been opened for one year or more and loans of up to $25,000 at 4% 
will be available to new and existing businesses. Program spending will be capped at $50,000 
per calendar year so funds are limited. We expect this program to be up and running by 
September 1st, hopefully sooner.  
 
Finally, UNL Extension and the its Rural Prosperity team will be back on Monday, July 13th to 
host a Red Carpet Hospitality Training program at Hotel Garber. Owners, managers, and 
employees of businesses that deal with tourists and visitors are the target audience for the 
presentation. It’s free of charge. We’d especially welcome convenience store and restaurant 
workers, but anyone who deals with the public is encouraged to attend. Small business owners 
should also be aware that Central Community College will host an “Apprenticeship 101” 
workshop on Thursday, July 9th from 5:30pm to 7pm at Hotel Garber. Attendees will learn how 
the apprenticeship programs work at CCC and how the program can be utilized locally and will 
also learn more about technical and career education opportunities available at CCC and 
through the CCC Educational Hub. Tours of the Hotel, the CCC Educational Hub, and the 
Discover Red Cloud/RC Community Fund office will be part of the evening. Food will be 
provided and attendees will be eligible for prizes.  
 



 


