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I’m the Chair of the Red Cloud Community Fund (RCCF), an affiliated fund of the Nebraska 
Community Foundation (NCF). RCCF members have special powers; we can turn a cow or a 
bushel of corn into new playground equipment, a recreation trail, the Hotel Garber, a USS 
Arizona monument in Hardwick Park, operating funds for the nursing home, or even an intern at 
The Valley Child Development Center.  
 
Cows and corn are magical for many reasons, but my role in their transformation from a 
commodity into a community asset is really nothing more special than facilitating a tax-wise 
strategy for ag producers: a gift of agricultural commodities.  
 
Nebraska farmers and ranchers can save significant taxes by contributing commodities such as 
corn or cattle to charitable organizations. When an ag producer transfers legal ownership of 
grain or livestock to a 501c3 charitable organization such as NCF for the benefit of an affiliated 
fund before the commodity is sold, the producer will not realize taxable income from a sale. 
 
Because you will not realize taxable income from the sale, your federal, state, and self-
employment taxes may be minimized, yet all production costs associated with your gift are still 
tax-deductible on your Schedule F tax form. To ensure that your charitable intentions are met 
and that you receive the appropriate tax benefits, please contact Les Long, Controller at NCF at 
402-323-7346 or llong@nebcommfound.org. In the event that you’re considering leaving a 
legacy or estate gift, please contact me or the Office of Gift Planning at NCF at 402-323-7330.  
 
I am bringing this strategy up because RCCF’s annual September Month of Giving is on the 
horizon. If you would like to make a contribution via a gift of grain or livestock in 2024, you may 
need to start planning fairly soon.  
 
Last year we were able to raise $99,000 during September. With your help, we can cross the 
$100K mark in 2024! We’ll be supporting the following projects: 1) the Nursing Home, 2) 
TVCDC, 3) Hardwick Park, 4) Red Cloud Area Youth, 5) Heritage Tourism, 6) Red Cloud Trails, 7) 
Hotel Garber. Look for a donation form in the Red Cloud Chief in late August.  
 
Speaking of the Hotel Garber: we have hired John Schwinctenberg as our General Manager. 
John started on July 1st. We also brought in close to $900K in the last week of June alone, 
including a $430,000 Tourism Development Initiative (TDI) grant from the Nebraska Department 
of Economic Development (NDED). The grant will go towards completion of the Lower Level 
Creative Hub and public spaces. The Red Cloud Creative District has been a part of more than 
$1.25 million in grants awarded to the community since its inception in April 2023! Naming 
rights for the Creative Hub are available ($100K). As of July 3rd, we have raised more than $8.4 
million and are at 98% of our goal. Donations of $1,000 or more will be recognized on a donor 
wall. Go here for more info: https://www.willacather.org/hotelgarber.  
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